E1160

more responsive by providing Members of
Congress with greater access to the latest in
scientific research and analytical tools. For a
century, that is what the Congressional Re-
search Service has done—and the men and
women who work there have proven beyond a
doubt the merit behind Sen. LaFollette and
Rep. Nelson’s proposal.

After World War 1l, as Congress’s work ex-
panded to meet the needs of a growing nation
and economy and America’s role as a military
superpower, the Congressional Research
Service adapted by hiring experts to provide
briefings and answer Members’ questions. So
many Members and their staffs have come to
rely on the timely responses from Congres-
sional Research Service personnel on pending
bills, legislative history, and issue tracking.
Those who work at the Congressional Re-
search Service continue to play an extraor-
dinarily important role in Congress’s work.

In my thirty-three years in this House, the
Congressional Research Service has provided
me with absolutely essential research on the
legislative interests | have pursued. My work
on the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act,
the 2002 Help America Vote Act, the 2008
ADA Amendments Act, federal employee and
civil service issues, and a wide range of con-
stituent questions have all been aided im-
measurably by Congressional Research Serv-
ice reports and analysis.

As it begins its second century, the Con-
gressional Research Service is adapting to
new technologies to improve the way it keeps
Members of Congress informed. Through so-
cial media, online research tools, and reports
accessible by internet twenty-four hours a day,
it continues to carry out its mission in a way
its founders never could have imagined—but
for which they would surely be proud.

| hope my colleagues will join me in thank-
ing the Congressional Research Service’s di-
verse workforce of over 600 researchers, ana-
lysts, attorneys, support staff, and information
professionals for their tireless work in service
to our nation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF U.S. CONGRESSMAN KEN
GRAY, A TRUE FRIEND AND
CHAMPION OF SOUTHERN ILLI-
NOIS

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life of a great Southern llli-
noisan, a man who knew this Chamber very
well, U.S. Congressman Ken Gray.

Born and raised in Southern lllinois, Ken re-
turned there after retiring from Congress. It is
in Southern lllinois where he passed away this
past Saturday and it is there, in his native
West Frankfort, where he will be laid to rest.
This is worth noting as we remember Con-
gressman Ken Gray as one of the most per-
sistent and productive advocates for his home
district that ever served in this Chamber.

An entrepreneur from a young age, Ken an-
swered the call to serve his country when he
enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Forces during
World War Il. His military service would take
him to North Africa and ltaly, southern France
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and central Europe, and would result in sev-
eral decorations, including three bronze stars.

Returning to Southern lllinois after the war,
Ken first won election from the 25th Congres-
sional District of lllinois in 1954. He continued
to serve for a total of 10 successive terms be-
fore his first retirement in 1974. He ran again
for Congress in 1984, won that election, and
served another two terms before his final re-
tirement in 1989.

Ken’s ability to fight for our region is unpar-
alleled. His accomplishments are legendary,
from building our interstate highways, building
Rend Lake and the Marion Federal Prison to
countless post offices, roads, bridges and
water lines. A proud veteran himself, Ken was
a tireless advocate for our region’s veterans
and hundreds received care because of his ef-
forts. Serving an area with many coal mines,
Ken also saw that miners and their families re-
ceived the black lung benefits they were due.

Whether convincing President Carter to tour
an underground coal mine, or escorting Presi-
dent Kennedy to Carbondale and Marion—
Congressman Gray was a one-of-a-kind advo-
cate for Southern lllinois.

He loved serving in this House, and few
Members spent as much time presiding in the
Speaker’s chair during his tenure. Like thou-
sands of people in our region, | counted Ken
among my friends. We'll always remember
him as a character whose personality was as
colorful as the suits he wore here to the Cap-
itol each day.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Congressman Ken Gray and ex-
tending our condolences and prayers to his
family.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE OF H.
MINTON FRANCIS, SR.

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember and pay tribute to the extraor-
dinary achievements of my constituent, Henry
Minton Francis, Sr., who devoted his entire life
to serving our country and his community. Mr.
Francis was also the oldest living African
American graduate of West Point Academy.

H. Minton Francis, Lt. Col., USA Ret., was
a fifth generation Washingtonian and resident
of Chevy Chase, MD. He attended public
schools in the District of Columbia where he
graduated from the famous Paul Laurence
Dunbar High School. Educated at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and the United States
Military Academy, he also studied at Syracuse
University, where he earned an MBA degree
with honors and was elected to the Inter-
national Honor Society of Beta Gamma
Sigma. Following graduation from West Point
in 1944, Mr. Francis served the nation as an
officer of the Regular Army for twenty-one
years. He was a member of the Army Concept
Team in Vietnam; a commander of artillery
soldiers in the Korean Conflict and in World
War Il. His final military duty was to serve as
a staff officer for the Comptroller of the Army
and the Secretary of Defense.

Subsequent to his retirement from the Army,
Mr. Francis worked both in government and
the private sector. As Deputy Assistant Sec-

July 15, 2014

retary of Defense, Mr. Francis was in charge
of the Defense Human Goals Program guar-
anteeing protection of the rights of, and equal
opportunities for, women, minorities and the
disabled of all races, ethnic groups and reli-
gions. His program embraced the now famous
Defense Equal Opportunity Management Insti-
tute (DEOMI) at Patrick Air Force Base in
Florida, the first of its kind anywhere in the
United States. For his extraordinary efforts,
Mr. Francis was awarded the Distinguished Ci-
vilian Service Medal for his exceptional service
in the Department of Defense.

On leaving federal service, Mr. Francis ac-
cepted appointments at Howard University as
Director of University Planning; Executive Di-
rector of the University-Wide Self-Study Task
force; Executive Secretary of the Presidential
Search Committee in 1989; Special Assistant
to the President; and Director of Governmental
Affairs. In December 1992, he was appointed
President of the Black Revolutionary War Pa-
triots Foundation, authorized at that time by
the United States Congress to erect a memo-
rial on the National Mall in honor of the more
than 5,000 African Americans who fought and
died in the American Revolution.

For nearly 20 years Mr. Francis was a civil-
ian aide to the Secretary of the Army, a vol-
untary office without compensation, where he
carried the Army’s message and image to the
American people.

As a human resources consultant to the
Secretary of the Army, Mr. Francis traveled to
Europe at his own expense to investigate and
report on the command climate with respect to
race and gender relations in the U.S. Army
units stationed in Germany. He performed a
similar service for Army installations in the
midwestem United States. The report pro-
duced by his group led to major changes in
the Army’s policy and practices with respect to
race and gender.

Mr. Francis was a Life Member of Disabled
American Veterans, and the Veterans of For-
eign Wars. Additionally, he was a Trustee
Emeritus of the Association of Graduates of
the United States Military Academy, a member
of the Washington Institute of Foreign Affairs,
the Board of Managers of the Historical Soci-
ety of Washington, DC, and the Board of Di-
rectors of Metropolitan USO in Washington.
He was a volunteer member of the Board of
Directors of the Carroll Publishing Company of
the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington. He
held memberships in the National Press Club
and the University Club of Washington, DC,
and he was a member of Sigma Pi Phi, the
oldest and one of the most prestigious African-
American fraternities.

Mr. Francis is survived by his second wife
Alicia G. D. Francis and five children from his
first marriage: Marsha A. Francis, Henry M.
Francis, Jr., M.D.; Peter M. Francis, Morya
K.F. Ferris, and John H. Francis, six grand-
children and two great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends.

| am proud to speak today to honor this ex-
traordinary man and | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Mr. H. Minton Francis
Sr.’s many accomplishments, his lifelong work
on behalf of our nation’s veterans, and his
profound commitment to honoring their serv-
ice.
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HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. RV 405-RV 406—missed due to
weather delays; had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

——

HONORING ROVETA F. SIMMONS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mrs. Roveta F. Sim-
mons.

Mrs. Simmons was born in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. She is married to James A. Simmons
of Chicago, IL. They have two children: Mi-
chael A. Walker, 37 and Jamal L. Walker, 24.

In 1999 Mrs. Simmons received a Bachelor
of Arts in Social Science from Virginia Wes-
leyan College in Norfolk, VA. That same year
she received her Collegiate Professional Li-
cense for the Commonwealth of Virginia Ele-
mentary Education, kindergarten through fifth
grade.

Mrs. Simmons is the Director of Little Rock
Child Development Center. She is assigned to
the 19th Force Support Squadron, Little Rock
AFB, Arkansas. She is the director over the
Infant Toddler Center.

The Little Rock Child Development Centers
both are NAEYC accredited programs. The
CDC maximizes availability and affordability of
child care to include weekly, hourly, surge and
emergency care, offering early intervention
and provides the highest quality childcare that
meets the development needs of each child
and enables military and Department of De-
fense (DoD) parents to fulfill their military mis-
sions.

Mrs. Simmons began her Department of De-
fense career as a Palace Acquire Intern with
the Department of the Air Force in June 2004.
She completed her two year Child Develop-
ment Specialist Internship at Randolph AFB,
TX and was assigned to Keesler AFB, MS as
the assistant director.

After two years she was promoted to Direc-
tor of Keesler Child Development Center. She
has worked tirelessly to create a well oiled
machine. The Keesler CDC turned a failing
budget around—from a $70,000.00 loss to a
$12,000.00 profit year to date. Mrs. Simmons
also served on active duty for the United
States Air Force for 21 years where she re-
tired at the rank of MSgt. Her last assignment
was the Superintendent, Wing Operations
Center, 402 TFW Holloman AFB, NM.

Among her many recognitions she has re-
ceived the Exemplary Civilian Service Award,
the Meritorious Service Medal, 1 Bronze Oak
Leaf, Air Force Commendation Medal, Air
Force Outstanding Unit 3 Bronze Oak Leaf,
Air Force Good Conduct Medal 1 Silver and 1
Bronze leaf. She has also received the Na-
tional Defense Medal 1 Bronze, a Service
Star, Air Force Overseas Long Tour, Air Force
Longevity Ribbon 4 Bronze, and the NCO Pro-
fessional Military Education Ribbon.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Roveta F. Simmons for her
years of dedication and hard work.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
have my votes recorded on the House floor on
Tuesday, July 8, 2014. Weather in the Mid-
west delayed my flight to Washington, DC until
late that night. Had | been present, | would
have voted in favor of H.R. 4263 (roll No. 369)
and in favor of H.R. 4289 (roll No. 370).

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained in my district due to
travel cancellations caused by inclement
weather and | missed the votes on Monday,
July 14, 2014. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 405, H.R.
4195—The Federal Register Modernization
Act and “yea” on rollcall No. 406, H.R. 5029—
The International Science and Technology Co-
operation Act of 2014.

———————

OCCUPIED CYPRUS—FORTY YEARS
OF ILLEGAL OCCUPATION, ETH-
NIC CLEANSING, AND DESTRUC-
TION OF RELIGIOUS SITES

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to mark 40 years since the illegal
occupation of the Republic of Cyprus by the
government of Turkey. These forty years have
been marked by tragedy for the Greek Cyp-
riots, and by criminal guilt for the Turkish gov-
ernment. In July 1974 the Turkish army began
its sneak invasion of the island—it was the be-
ginning of a tragedy and outrage that con-
tinues today. At least one hundred eighty
thousand Greek Cypriots were forced to flee
the north. They lost all their property—
shockingly, even today none of them have
been allowed to return to their property. The
Turkish government effectively “ethnically
cleansed” the north of the island, where only
a few hundred Greek Cypriots live in small en-
claves, and even they are not allowed to wor-
ship freely.

During these forty years over five hundred
Christian religious sites have been demol-
ished, destroyed, or desecrated, for example
turned into casinos or warehouses. Eighty sto-
len churches have been converted into
mosques. Artifacts from churches and ceme-
teries continually show up on the international
black market.

Mr. Speaker, in the current discussions
about reunifying the island, the United States
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must stand firm on the complete withdrawal of
Turkish military forces, respect for universally-
recognized human rights for all Cypriots every-
where on the island, and an independent, uni-
fied government.

——————

RECOGNIZING KEVIN LITTLE AND
KURTIS MOORE

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize and thank two outstanding men
from my district for their service and sacrifice
to share their time and talents to help others.
Kevin Little and Kurtis Moore from Osage Val-
ley Electric, volunteered for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association’s International
Foundation in Haiti as part of the Caracol
Community Electrification Project. They spent
two weeks in northern Haiti building and up-
grading more than a mile and a half of power
lines to help communities there receive afford-
able, safe and reliable electricity.

Mr. Little and Mr. Moore even helped con-
nect homes to electricity for the first time
around Tru-du-Nord. To date, more than 4,800
consumers in the northern part of Haiti have
access to electricity. Some homes now have
TV antennas, a few towns have water treat-
ment plants, doctors can provide better care to
patients, and residents have opened their own
small businesses like Internet cafés.

Electricity is a critical element in improving
the quality of life. In Haiti less than 20 percent
of the people there have regular access to
electricity. | am blessed to represent Kevin Lit-
tle and Kurtis Moore in Congress, grateful for
their hard work and commitment to the com-
munity, and | wish them the best in all their fu-
ture endeavors.

———

CONGRATULATORY LETTER TO
THE CHINESE ASSOCIATION OF
GREATER DETROIT

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate the Chinese Association of
Greater Detroit on 22 years of service and
community outreach.

Your work has been important for fostering
better relations between Metro-Detroit, China,
and the Chinese-American community. In the
globalized world in which we live, these rela-
tions are important for improving Michigan’s
economy. It is obvious from your work in the
soup kitchen, to your relationship with the
Metro-Detroit Chinese School that you are
committed to making Michigan a better place.
| am pleased that such a great organization
has found its home in Michigan’s 11th Con-
gressional District.

Thank you for everything you have done to
serve Metro-Detroit and the Chinese-American
community.
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